St Anthony’s Kindy Parent Information 2020
Teachers:
Assistants:

Kindy Blue - Mrs. Jenny Tucknott
Mrs. Samantha Garcia
Mrs. Peta Yukich

Kindy Gold - Mrs. Debbie Weymouth
Mrs. Eve Russell
Mrs. Sharon Gater

What’s In Store!
At St Anthony’s we offer a play based learning program which takes into consideration the children’s interests.
We follow the Early Years Learning Framework and the West Australian Kindergarten Curriculum which
focuses on the key outcomes of identity, community, wellbeing, learning and communication.
Collecting and Delivering Children
Kindy times are as follows:
GOLD
BLUE
Monday
8.45 - 2.30
Monday
Tuesday 8.45 - 2.30
Wednesday
Thursday 8.45 - 2.30
Friday

8.45 - 2.30
8.45 - 2.30
8.45 - 2.30

We would appreciate punctuality with Kindy times. Children should be delivered and collected by an adult at all
times. Please arrive on time in the mornings so that the children are ready to join in with the morning
circle routine, arriving late is very disruptive to this important lesson time. We do not allow older
siblings to drop off or collect children from Kindy. If you are unable to collect your child, please speak to the
teacher and write in the communication book located near the door, about who will be collecting your child.
The book is checked everyday and allows us to dismiss your child into the care of someone other than
yourself. If your child is dropped off or to be collected by daycare/ OSHC, please inform the teacher.
Duty of Care
We ask that children, including younger siblings, refrain from playing in the Kindy or Pre-Primary play grounds
or with the equipment before and after Kindy sessions.
KINDY CURRICULUM
PATHS
The PATHS program used in Kindy is to promote the development of self-esteem and a positive classroom
climate. Children need a physically safe and emotionally secure environment in which to explore and grow.
The development of positive feelings about oneself (self-esteem) and about one’s abilities (self-confidence) is
extremely important for healthy growth, as well as social competence and academic achievement. This
program runs over the whole year with many activities and stories which the children will experience as part of
their normal daily routines and activities.
LITERACY
The Diana Rigg program is followed throughout the whole school. In Kindy we focused on these elements:
Syllables, or beats:
 the children will learn about the big sounds in words. We begin with the syllables in their name,
example Jen-ny, then we move onto sounds in other words, example el-e-phant. They will learn to
hear, say and think about the big sounds in words and the body actions help to reinforce their learning.

Preparing for the alphabet:
 beginning sound awareness: this develops the children’s awareness of the beginning or initial
sounds of each letter of the alphabet. The sounds are divided into 4 groups, picture cards are
used to help children to hear the sound and see the formation of the tongue and mouth.
Developing oral language skills:
 through reading and listening to stories and participating in investigative tasks and reflections. The
children are learning how to speak in sentences, extend their vocabulary and use descriptive
language. An important part of language is comprehension, understanding the information they have
listened to and then being able to recall, retell and respond to questions.
Speech Screening
Speech screenings are provided to every child by a qualified Speech Therapist in Term Two.
NUMERACY
 is embedded in activities throughout the classroom.
 it involves skills that reflect being able to represent, classify and understand number, measurement,
spatial relations and time within meaningful contexts. For example, counting out 5 blocks to build a
tower and compare its height with a second tower, involves oral counting skills, one to one
correspondence, numeral recognition, and spatial perception.
 Explicit teaching will be intentionally focussed on the measurement skills of size, length and mass; one
to one correspondence, 2D shapes, patterning, oral counting, ordering of numbers and numeral
recognition.
MOTOR SKILLS:
The development of fine and gross motor skills is the foundation for supporting the successful development of
hand-eye co-ordination, visual and motor memory, body control which facilitates handwriting skills and control.
It is essential that children are active and using their bodies and muscles every day at home and school.
Fine motor skills activities include:
 Cutting, painting, drawing, play dough, digging, making mud, picking up small objects, squeezing
pegs, building and pulling apart objects, cooking – stirring, rolling, and many more activities.
Gross motor skill activities:
 Throwing, catching, kicking balls, balancing, climbing, rolling, digging, pushing, pulling,
gardening, moving objects, dancing, riding bikes and many more.
LEARNING CENTRES
If you look around the Kindy room you will notice a number of learning centres set up. These are intentionally
designed to enhance the learning concepts, skills, themes or topics we are explicitly teaching. They integrate
curriculum learning areas and provide opportunities for the children to make choices, be challenged, work
collaboratively with others and extend or consolidate their learning.
Puzzle Time
We encourage parents to stay for a few minutes at the beginning of the Kindy session to do a puzzle or read a
book only with your child. They will play with all the other activities as the day progresses. Time spent with
your child in the morning is very important to them and shows them that you are interested in what they are
doing at Kindy. Please assist your child in packing puzzles and books away to allow our teacher assistants
time to prepare for your children’s activities.

Communication:
Seesaw
One of the main ways we keep in contact with you throughout the year is through an app called Seesaw. It is a
school wide system used in all year levels and will keep you up-to-date with all the happenings of Kindy life.
 The app can be accessed on your mobile, iPad or computer.
 It allows the teachers to communicate to you, the parents, about important information, notices, photos
and videos of the learning that is occurring in Kindy during the day.
 It also allows for private communication between teachers and parents. These conversations will only
be read by you and the teacher and gives you the opportunity to communicate confidentially with the
teacher about your child.
You will receive a letter with more information regarding this Seesaw app and it will give you instructions about
how to sign up to your Kindy class. If you are having any difficulties or problems with accessing Seesaw
please come and see us.
Absences
It is important to contact the school office if your child will not be attending a Kindy session. If your child has
an infectious disease, please notify the teacher at once. We also stress the importance of keeping your child
at home if he/she is unwell. It is nice to share, but please keep germs to yourself!
All late arrivals or early pick up must be reported to the office before coming to the Kindy room and a slip given
to the teacher.
Roster
Please add your name to the roster if you are able to help out in Kindy. The roster will begin in Week 4 of Term
One. The children love to share their family members with the class and it emphasizes your interest in your
child’s school experience. Initially we ask that you fill your name in once on the roster to allow everyone equal
opportunity to attend on a day that suits. Later in the term you are more than welcome to fill your name in on
any vacancies. Please sign in at the office before coming on roster in your Kindy class.
We recommend that younger siblings not attend on your rostered day. Your rostered day is for the benefit of
your child attending Kindy and siblings will have their own turn in the not too distant future!
Please remember that anything seen or heard regarding other children whilst attending roster must
remain confidential!
Specialist Programs
The children will be attending music with our specialist teacher Ms Lockyer. They will also visit the library with
and PMP with Mrs Sparks. Each child will need to bring a library bag to school for book borrowing.
Library ~ Kindy Gold - Monday
Music ~ Kindy Gold - Thursday
PMP ~ Monday for both classes

Kindy Blue ~ Monday
Kindy Blue ~ Friday

Morning Fruit
For morning tea, the children are asked to bring a piece of fruit. Please ensure that the fruit is brought to
school ready to eat. Any peeling or slicing is to be done at home and placed into a small container (not a
lunch box) with their name on please. If your child brings a banana, please write their name on the peel. It
seems that allergies are on the increase these days, therefore we request that you send only fruit or
vegetables. Any extra little treats like crackers and cheese or popcorn should be saved for your child to eat at
lunch time. If your child has any allergies of any sort it is imperative you inform us and the school office.

Laundry Roster
A roster has been placed outside the classroom, listing who will be taking the laundry home.
The laundry should be returned the following Kindy session washed and folded. Thank you!!
Allergies
If your child suffers from Asthma or other medical condition and requires medication at school, they will need
to fill in a medication form from the school’s front office as well as have an up to date Action Plan from your
child’s doctor.
Toileting
It is quite normal for children to experience some difficulty with toileting when they first begin coming to school.
Accidents do occur. They may feel anxious about sharing the bathroom with a large number of other children,
they may forget where to find the bathroom when they are in a hurry or they may just become highly engaged
in their play and wait too long before going to the toilet. If your child is experiencing difficulty, please come and
speak to the teachers about it. Please ensure there is a change of clothes in their bag for any accidents that
may occur during the day.
Hats, Shoes and Water
The school policy is ‘no hat-no play’. Please ensure that your child has a labeled hat with a wide brim for good
sun protection. On your child’s arrival at Kindy we encourage him/her to take their shoes off and place them in
his/her allocated box in the trolley. We suggest that your child’s shoes are simple to get on and off. Scuffs or
velcro on sandals are quick and easy for the children to do by themselves and give the children a sense of
independence.
Your child will need to bring to Kindy each day a water bottle filled with water only. Children will place their
water bottle in the trolley as they arrive and will be encouraged to drink from their bottle regularly. Water
bottles are topped up throughout the day. Please ensure the bottle is labeled clearly with your child’s name to
avoid any confusion.
Lunch and Rest Time
Our lunch break begins at approximately 12.40pm. Each child will need to bring a healthy lunch in their own
lunch box. Please remember that the children are small and only need the same size lunch that they would
eat at home normally. It can be distressing for a little person to be confronted with a huge box of food!! A
sandwich and a piece of fruit are usually sufficient to fill their tummy. Other healthy alternatives are
encouraged if they don’t eat a sandwich.
At the conclusion of our lunch break the children will spend time reading quietly. Each child will need to bring
to school a small child sized towel. This helps the children to learn about personal space. Please label the
towel clearly with your child’s name.
Birthdays
You are very welcome to bring in a treat for each child to help celebrate your child’s birthday. We would
appreciate individual cupcakes or treats. These will be distributed at the end of the Kindy day after singing
happy birthday to your child. Due to allergy concerns we ask that when bringing in treats that they are
individually wrapped.
FINAL WORD
In closing, we are looking forward to sharing the coming year with you and your child. We understand
the thrill of watching your child develop and appreciate the hard work that is involved with raising
a child. Please don’t hesitate to come and have a chat if you have any concerns or questions.
God Bless,
Jenny Tucknott and Debbie Weymouth.

